
Time for Prayer                Phil Congdon 
 

A Call to Prayer 
Luke 11.1; James 5.16-18 

 
Someone has said that if you want to know what aspects of the Christian 
life a pastor struggles in, listen to his sermons! Maybe that’s why I often 
speak about prayer. Can anything be more critical for our walk of faith?! 
This morning, let’s pause and consider making time for prayer. 
 
• Pray for Yourself 
 
• Pray for your Church 
 
• Pray for your Pastors 

- Pray for Protection from temptation 
 

- Pray for my People (Satan attacks families) 
 

- Pray for my Preaching 
 

- Pray for my Perception (wisdom) 
 

- Pray for Passion 
 

- Pray for Physical health 
 

- Pray for my Priorities 
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Digging Deeper 
 
1. Prayer is often a minefield because of misconceptions, expectations, 

and disappointment. Can you remember a time when a prayer you 
prayed ‘didn’t work’? What are some common misconceptions 
about prayer? 

 
2. Someone has observed that we sometimes have a hard time praying 

when we are in trouble, and we conversely have a hard time praising 
when things are going well. Why might this be? What perspective of 
prayer, God, and ourselves does this reveal? 

 
3. In her book Prayer that Works, Jill Briscoe suggests that we pray 

about our prayer life – and specifically, to pray about those things 
that hinder our prayer life. What activities, attitudes, distractions, or 
pressures would you say hinder your committing time to prayer? 

 
4. At its core, prayer is both the evidence of and the natural outworking 

of an intimate relationship with God. In other words, when we pray, 
we are conversing intimately with God, sharing our deepest hurts or 
desires, and trusting Him completely with our lives. Prayer serves as 
a ‘barometer’ of our fellowship with God. In fact, just as two people 
in love are drawn to spend time and share together, so too a believer 
walking with the Lord desires this. How evident is your relationship 
with God – as reflected by your prayer life? 

 
5. Read James 5.13-18. Without getting bogged down in questions that 

we may not be able to clearly answer, what does James affirm about 
prayer in these verses? Focus on the reference to Elijah in verses 17-
18: If effect, James says that Elijah was ‘just like you and me,’ and 
he ‘prayed earnestly,’ and got results! What is ‘praying earnestly’? 

 
6. List some intentional things you’ll do to improve your prayer life. 
__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 


