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[bookmark: _Hlk197605616][bookmark: _Hlk198219013][bookmark: _Hlk197016444][bookmark: _Hlk198902637]Welcome to your future! It’s ironic that while Bible prophecy gives hope and comfort to Christians, many aren’t sure why. Some avoid prophecy, just hoping everything will work out in the end. We should know what’s coming! God has told us, and it can make a huge difference in our lives.

Prophecy Inhibitors (why some people ignore prophecy)
· “Heavenly-minded people are no earthly good!” (Titus 2.11-13)
· “If He hasn’t come by now, He’s not coming!” (2 Peter 3.4)
· “People need help now – forget the future!” (1 Thess. 4.18)

Seven Reasons Why Prophecy Matters
· It’s part of God’s revelation
(2 Timothy 2.15; 3.16-17; 2 Pet. 1.20-21; Rev. 1.3)

· It shows the reliability of Scripture
(200-300 prophecies fulfilled in Jesus alone!)

· It encourages godly living
(1 John 3.3; Titus 2.11-13; Heb. 11.13-16)

· It gives us hope in trials
(2 Cor. 4.17; 1 Thess. 4.18; 5.11)

· It excites our worship of God
(By exhibiting God’s wisdom, power, and love; Isa. 46.10)

· It tells about life after death
(Matt. 25.46; John 5.25-29; 6.40; 14.1-3; 2 Cor. 5.6-8)

· It reveals the end of history
(Matt. 24.3-31; 25.31; Rev. 19.11-22.17)
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2 Peter 1.12-21 (NAS)
Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you. I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder, knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. And I will also be diligent that at any time after my departure you will be able to call these things to mind. For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, “This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased”— and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain. So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 
__________________________

Early in my ministry, I helped start a new church. Not long after we began, I met with a group of leaders to write up a Statement of Faith, a declaration of what we believed. The folks in this new church came from different denominational backgrounds, but they all believed the Bible and wanted Bible teaching. I assumed that meant they believed the whole Bible, but I discovered that wasn’t the case. A few felt we shouldn’t make any statements about what we believed about prophecy, because there are lots of different opinions on how to interpret prophecy, and people disagree on what’s going to happen. I pointed out that there are differences of opinion on all sorts of theological and practical topics in the Bible, but we don’t shy away from declaring what we believed in those cases. Why should prophecy be any different? If we believe the Bible, shouldn’t we clearly declare everything it reveals? In the end, we did.

But this fear of prophecy among Christians continues today. Mind you, the world has no problem with prophecy. Back in 2001, Time magazine put in bold letters on its cover, “How the Universe Will End,” and proclaimed that scientists had just solved the biggest mystery in the cosmos. Bold prophecy! 20 years later, the James Webb Space Telescope went into space and messed up all their predictions. Scientists guess at what will happen every few years, and they’re usually wrong. The Bible has been telling the future for thousands of years, and it’s always right.

Walvoord writes, “As…hundreds of prophecies are studied, a pattern of literal prophecy is revealed with literal fulfillment already achieved… …the evidence is overwhelming that God means exactly what He says as prophecy after prophecy has already been literally fulfilled. When history has run its course, every prophecy will be fulfilled.” (John Walvoord, The Prophecy Knowledge Handbook, p.7)

And yet, in many churches, prophecy isn’t just ignored, it’s avoided. As one quip put it, Some folks are amillennial, some are premillennial, some are postmillennial, but most are just pan-millennial – they think everything will ‘pan out’ in the end! If you ask me, this ignorance of Bible prophesy is the reason many Christians get bored or tired of church, lose their joy and purpose in the Christian life, and why many end up walking away from the faith.

Starting this morning, and on through the spring, we’re going to focus on Bible prophecy. We don’t know everything, but Scripture has revealed a lot – enough to keep every Christian looking to the future with perseverance and anticipation.

But to start off, we need to answer a simple question: Who cares? Why worry about prophecy? Why not just wait to see what happens? Does prophecy matter? If so, why?

Prophecy Inhibitors (why some people ignore prophecy)

Many Christians have what I call “prophecy inhibitors” – deeply-ingrained ideas tucked away in their minds that cause them to avoid and even dislike prophecy! Prophecy inhibitors sound good, but are they? Let’s look at three…

· “Heavenly-minded people are no earthly good!” (Titus 2.11-13)

If this sounds familiar, it’s because it’s a famous quote by Oliver Wendell Holmes: “Some people are so heavenly minded that they are no earthly good.” And frankly, this is true of some people…

· End-times Obsession – this is all some people talk about!
· ‘This is that’ syndrome – Every event is fulfilled prophecy
· The Dating Game – Cults do this, and some Christians, too
· ‘My way or the highway’ – No fellowship with others

But it doesn’t have to be…

· OT heroes focused on the future – Heb. 11.13-16, 39

Great heroes of faith in the OT were focused on the future:

All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. For those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own. And indeed if they had been thinking of that country from which they went out, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them. (Heb.11.13-16)

· NT heroes focus on the future – Tit. 2.11-13

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus…

· “If He hasn’t come by now, He’s not coming!” (2 Pet 3.4)

· Prophecy deniers (‘It’s all symbolic’)
· Progressive Christianity (‘Forget the Bible; it’s all about now’)
Prophecy in a progressive church does not mean talking mainly about the future or a far distant time. It does mean being messengers now. (“Prophecy in the Progressive Church,” Fredica Thompsett)

· Preterists (‘It all happened [literally or figuratively] already’)

Though they don’t know it, they’re fulfilling Bible prophecy by denying it! In 2 Peter 3.3-4, we read:

Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.”

· “People need help now – forget the future!” (1 Thss. 4.18)

· ‘End-times agnosticism’
· Well-meaning, but weak biblically

John Walvoord writes, “The importance of prophecy should be evident…for about one fourth of the Bible was prophecy when it was written. It is evident that God intended to draw aside the veil of the future…” (John Walvoord, The Prophecy Knowledge Handbook, 10) Since one fourth of the Bible is prophecy, every Christian should pay attention to it!

After one of the most specific end-time prophecies in the Bible, Paul wrote these words: Therefore comfort one another with these words (1 Thess. 4.18). Forgetting the future is no way to help people now! So does prophecy matter?


To kick off our series on prophecy, this morning we are going to look at seven reasons why prophecy matters.

Seven Reasons Why Prophecy Matters
· It’s part of God’s revelation
(2 Timothy 2.15; 3.16-17; 2 Pet. 1.20-21; Rev. 1.3)

Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near. (Revelation 1.3)

· It shows the reliability of Scripture
(200-300 prophecies fulfilled in Jesus alone!)

Every prophecy that has already been fulfilled has been fulfilled literally.

· It encourages godly living
(1 John 3.3; Titus 2.11-13; Heb. 11.13-16)

And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. (1 John 3.3)

· It gives us hope in trials
(2 Cor. 4.17; 1 Thess. 4.18; 5.11)

For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! (2 Corinthians 4.17, NLT)

After reminding persecuted Christians of the end times, Paul wrote: Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing (1 Thess. 5.11). Prophecy gives us hope in times of trial.

· It excites our worship of God
(By exhibiting God’s wisdom, power, and love; Isa. 46.10)

God is worthy of our worship. In Isaiah 46.10 God says, “I declare the end from the beginning, and from long ago what is not yet done, saying: My plan will take place, and I will do all My will.” We can rest with assurance, knowing that all He has promised to do, He will do.

· It tells about life after death
(Matt. 25.46; John 5.25-29; 6.40; 14.1-3; 2 Cor. 5.6-8)

Jesus doesn’t mince words when He speaks of the destinies of those who do not believe in Him, and those who do: “These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life” (Matthew 25.46).

“Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.” (John 14.1-3)

· It reveals the end of history
(Matt. 24.3-31; 25.31; Rev. 19.11-22.17)

“But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.” (Jesus, Matthew 24.51)

That time is coming. Are you ready for it? There’s so much more to see…but right now, it’s enough for us to know that prophecy is there so we’ll know what’s coming, and be ready. 

An old song you’ve probably heard puts it best:

This world is not my home, 
I'm just a-passin' through 
My treasures are laid up
Somewhere beyond the blue 
The angels beckon me from heaven's open door
And I can't feel at home in this world anymore more.

Are you ready?

Digging Deeper

1. Some people love prophecy; they hang out on prophecy websites, and check the daily news for clues that the Rapture is near. Others avoid prophecy; they think since we don’t know what will happen, it just gives Christians something to argue about! How do you feel about Bible prophecy? Does your attitude toward prophecy increase your love for God? Does it motivate your love for others? How?


2. Many people avoid biblical prophecy today because they think it is difficult or impossible to understand. Some prophecies are literal, while others are figurative. Obviously, a figurative prophecy (the beast with seven heads and ten horns in Revelation) requires us to look for what the figure represents, and we may not know for sure. But literal prophecies (like time periods) do not require any special interpretation. Read Revelation 17. What prophecies are figurative? Are some of them explained? What prophecies are literal? What can we know? What do we not know for sure?


3. Bible prophecies may be conditional or unconditional. A conditional prophecy may never be fulfilled. An unconditional prophecy will be fulfilled without fail. Are the following prophecies unconditional or conditional? Gen. 2.16-17; 3.15; 6.7; 12.1-3; Ex. 19.5-6; Isa. 7.14; 9.1-7; 40.31; Ezek. 38.23; 39.21-22, 29; Jonah 3.4; Mic. 5.2; Zech. 12.10; 14.18; Jn. 3.16; 16.2-3, 7; 21.18; Acts 16.31; Rom. 14.10-12; 1 Cor. 4.5; 1 Thess. 4.13-18; 5.2-3; 1 Jn. 2.28.


4. It’s possible to spend too much time focusing on different prophetic views, and not care about living godly lives now. To prevent this, we should focus on the message of prophecy, not on whose view is right! Old Testament saints focused on prophecy; what effect did it have on their lives (see Heb. 11.13-16, 39-40)? What event in every Christian’s future is prophesied in the New Testament? Read Rom. 14.10-12; 1 Cor. 4.5; 2 Cor. 5.10-11; 1 Jn. 2.28; 3.3. Do prophecies like this affect you? How? Why?
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