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Wickedness, Grief…and Grace 

Genesis 6.1-8 
 

In the first section of this tôledôt (Gen.5), the judgment of death for 

sin was evident: Everyone (but Enoch) died.  Wickedness has now 

increased.  God grieves over the spread of sin; universal judgment 

is announced.  Then grace appears yet again. 
 

‘Sons of God’ and ‘Daughters of Men’: Great Sin (1-4) 

• Sin infects and infests the institution of marriage 

 

• Demonic idolatry: Re-selling the serpent’s lie 

 

• God places a limit on the unbridled spread of evil 

 

 

A grieving God plans the destruction of creation (5-7) 

• Intentional evil: Hearts gone bad 

 

• God’s Pain: Grieved in His heart 

 

• God’s Plan: Blot out all creation 

 

 

Noah: A gracious God provides escape from judgment (8) 
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Digging Deeper 
 

1. Genesis 6.1-8 is most often referred to as the passage that talks 

about the ‘sons of God and the daughters of men.’  There are a 

few common interpretations of what this is referring to: 1) The 

‘sons of God’ are from the line of Seth, the ‘daughters of men’ 

are from the wicked line of Cain; 2) the ‘sons of God’ refers to 

angels; 3) the ‘sons of God’ refers to ‘lesser gods’ drawn from 

pagan mythology; and 4) the ‘sons of God’ are powerful rulers 

in the pre-flood civilization.  Which view – or combination of 

views – do you think is right?  Are New Testament references 

to this event helpful (see 1 Peter 3.19-20; 2 Peter 2.4-6; Jude 

6)?  Whichever view you take, what does this event show about 

the pervasiveness and intensity of evil? 

 

2. In Genesis 6.3, the Hebrew word translated strive (NASB) can 

also mean abide or remain (“My Spirit shall not strive or abide 

with man forever…”).  Both translations communicate the same 

basic message in this context: What is it?  The phrase “his days 

shall be one hundred and twenty years” is often viewed as God 

announcing that life-spans are going to be shortened, but it has 

been noted that people after the flood lived more than 120 years.  

What else could this refer to?  See 1 Peter 3.20; compare Gen. 

5.32 and 7.6. 

 

3. Reflect on God’s assessment in verse 5: the wickedness of man 

was great on the earth, and every intent of the thoughts of his 

heart was only evil continually.  Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn wrote 

that “The battle line of good and evil runs through the heart of 

every man.”  Are we any better than the pre-flood world?  See 

Isa. 64.6; Jer. 17.9; Romans 3.9-20, 23! 

 

4. Against the backdrop of human depravity, the announcement of 

God’s grace in v8 is compelling.  Grace is unmerited favor – in 

other words, the recipients of grace are not ‘better than’ others; 

all are deserving of judgment.  Some wrongly think God chose 

Noah because he was good, but no one escapes divine judgment 

apart from grace.  Have you thanked God for His grace today?  


