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Calling on the Lord in a Godless Society 

Genesis 4.17-26 
 

The scourge of sin is spreading.  Adam and Eve were talked into it.  

God Himself couldn’t talk Cain out of it.  Cain leaves the presence 

of the Lord; evil spreads in his family line.  Cities are built; culture 

advances, all apart from God.  Seth is born, and worship reappears. 
 

The Way of the World: Cultural Advances, Moral Declines (17-24) 

• The City of Enoch: Monument to Man (17) 

 

• Culture flourishes, but apart from God (18; 20-22) 

 

• Lamech’s boast: Taking pride in sin (23-24) 

 

 

The Way of the Lord: Seth’s line restores worship of God (25-26)  

• Back to the beginning: Seth takes the place of Abel (25) 

 

• A new family line preserves the knowledge of God (26) 

 

 

In a self-absorbed and sinful culture… 

the righteous preserve the worship of the Lord. 
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Digging Deeper 
 

1. Gen. 4.17 introduces a new concept in human history – the city.  

Why do you think Cain built a city?  What might it provide for 

the occupants?  How might this relate to God’s curse that Cain 

would be ‘a vagrant and a wanderer’ (4.12)?  What significance 

did naming the city after his son have?  It seems likely that the 

building of a city was a defiant act on Cain’s part, to overcome 

the curse of wandering, and provide culture and protection apart 

from God.  Compare this city to another city built intentionally 

to be an affront to dependence on God (cf. Genesis 11). 

 

2. The descendants of Cain lead to Lamech (verse 18).  Lamech is 

a central figure here, embodying both the increase in immorality 

and advancement in culture.  What cultural areas did Lamech’s 

sons develop?  What moral foundations of society did Lamech’s 

own actions undermine?  How does this combination of cultural 

richness and depravity reflect our world today? 

 

3. Lamech’s “speech” to his wives in vv. 23-24 is referred to as a 

‘taunt song,’ a blatant declaration of prideful rebellion against 

God.  He speaks to his wives to impress them with his strength.  

His boast is in vengefully killing a young man who had injured 

him (perhaps wounded his pride).  How does Lamech’s conduct 

display the infestation of sin in society and how it worsens with 

each generation? 

 

4. Chapter 4, which tells of Abel being killed by Cain, ends with 

the announcement of the birth of Seth, a son to replace him.  In 

the narrative, just as the guilty Cain has children, Seth also has 

offspring.  Here, only the first is mentioned – Enosh (chapter 5 

focuses on Seth’s descendants).  What do we learn about God 

in His provision of children for both Cain and Seth?  The name 

‘Enosh’ means “weakness”: Contrast this with the way Lamech 

wanted to be known?  Does Enosh being ‘weak’ possibly have 

anything to do with his spiritual dependence on God (compare 

this with 2 Cor. 12.9-10)?  Contrast the actions of Cain’s wicked  

line with what resulted from Seth’s line.  


